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Vista (II, 341). Perhaps Mr. Eives was under no obligation to 
explore these collections in which the chaff so greatly out-bulks the 
gi-ain, but he has done so well what he has done that one cannot 
repress the wish that he had done more. The index deserves a 
sentence of praise; it is excellent. 

Eugene C. Bakkee. 



Guide to the Materials for the History of the United States in 
the Principal Archives of Mexico. By Herbert E. Bolton, Ph. 
D., Professor of American History, University of California. 
(AVashington : The Carnegie Institution of Washington, 1913. 
Pp. XV, 553.1) 

Mingled with the satisfaction felt in welcoming each new Guide 
published by the Carnegie Institution through its Department of 
Historical Eeseareh is a feeling of regret that Professor Bolton^s 
substantial volume has fallen upon such troublous times. His task 
has been that of a veritable pioneer, achieved midst difficulties 
such as beset no similar undertaking. Our natural impulse is to 
praise the results accomplished and to express the hope that recent 
political disturbances have not vitiated them to any appreciable 
degree. 

At the outset the author devotes a few pages to describing the 
conditions under which he worked and to necessary acknowledg- 
ments and explanations. He defines many of the technical terms 
used, and notes such practical points as working hours and climatic 
conditions. He then divides the archives of the country into two 
classes, those located in Mexico City and those outside, devoting 
to the former a little over four times the space given the latter. 
No one reasonably acquainted with the field will quarrel with 
him over this division. Many who may never see Mexico will 
appreciate the succinct historical sketches of the principal ar- 
chives, as well as the appendix containing convenient lists of 
viceroys, archbishops, bishops and governors. Such hindrances as 
the lack of suitable manuscript lists or catalogues for even the best 
repositories, the frequent transfer of material from one archive 

^This review is reprinted by permissioii from the American Historical 
Review, XIX, 638-640. 
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to another, and the inaccessibility of portions of certain collec- 
tions have in a measure been overcome by the author's long and 
patient personal investigations. The index of seventy-two pages 
and frequent cross-references will do much to correlate the ma- 
terial treated. 

Vast as this material is in bulk, Dr. Bolton points out that the 
greater part of it relates to the eighteenth and nineteenth cen- 
turies and that he has given little space to what does not specifically 
belong to territory within the present limits of the United States. 
He has described some important collections in sufficient detail, 
including dates and proper names, to enable investigators on the 
spot to determine what he wishes to examine. In most cases these 
descriptions are not sufficiently definite for the ordering of copies 
except through a trained intermediary. In other cases he devotes 
only a brief comment to an archive, especially one of the minor 
ecclesiastical ones. 

Tiie author devotes a third of his entire space to that most 
valuable and complete of Mexican repositories — "El Archivo Gen- 
eral y Publico de la JSTacion." Most of those who work in Mexico 
will wish that he had devoted more space to it, even at the ex- 
pense of minor collections elsewhere. An historical sketch with a 
brief description of the present archive serves to introduce its 
various divisions. Two of these, the "Correspondence of the Vice- 
roys'" (344 vols.), and "Royal Cedulas and Orders" (419 vols.) 
are treated in a general way, at once clear and accurate. The 
late Professor George P. Garrison briefly described the section 
known as "Historia" (530 vols.), in the Nation for May 30, 1901. 
The present author supplements this with a forty-page commentary 
in which every important volume receives due mention. In addi- 
tion he devotes fourteen pages to the subdivisions of this section, 
known as "Military Operations" and "Missions," comprising to- 
gether more than a thousand volumes. He describes in detail 
only nine of the former, but the careful manuscript calendar 
of this and other collections made by Sr. Elias Amador and 
associates is accessible in the National Museum. To many who 
knew of the previous collections the hundred pages devoted to 
classifying and cataloguing the contents of the division "Interior 
Provinces" (254 vols.) and that of "Californias" (81 vols.) will 
prove a most valuable and unexpected source of information. The 
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volumes classed under "Justice" (ca. 1100 vols.) and "Marine" 
(ea. 200 vols.) also have considerable value. The remaining sixty- 
six sections of this archive comprising the bulk of its 7000 odd 
volumes and bundles contain only incidental references to the 
United States. 

Aside from the description of the Archivo General, the ordinary 
student will note with interest the twenty pages devoted to the 
National Museum and the N^ational Library, whose manuscript 
collections are largely ecclesiastical and archaeological in character. 
A few minor church and municipal collections call for no extended 
comment. The archives in the various secretariats — Foreign Ee- 
lations, War and Marine, Government, etc. — occupy a space nearly 
equalling that given to the Archivo General. Few documents 
subsequent to 1821 appear in these collections and much material 
after that date is being transferred to the General Archive. The 
first document mentioned on page 223 is a case in point. These 
collections are particularly valuable for the relations between 
Mexico and the United States. 

Outside the city of Mexico the archives of Guadaljara, Quere- 
taro, and Zacatecas are valuable chiefly for ecclesiastical data ; those 
of Durango, Monterey, Saltillo, and Chihuahua for political and 
economic material of a more local character, although containing 
church records of value. In addition the author mentions the 
ajchives of a few minor towns and some private collections, chiefly 
ecclesiastical. Investigations outside of the capital, however, are 
likely to prove disappointing. As one result of Professor Bolton's 
work we may hope to distinguish copies and originals more readily 
and to avoid some of the irritation caused by the excessive dupli- 
cation of documents in the Mexican and Spanish archives. 

Isaac Joslin Cos. 



"The Presidents of Texas," by C. Montgomery, is the title of 
an article that appeared in the Democratic Review of March, 1845 
(xvi, 282-291). The writer briefly sketches the administrations of 
Burnet, Houston and Lamar. President Jones had been in office 
but a short time when this publication appeared. 

"Texas and her Presidents; with a glance at her Climate and 
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Agricultural capacities. B}' Corinne Montgomery. New York: 
E. Winchester. 1845. 

"The book is insufferably dull, and can only be tolerated in the 
anxiety which exists for information connected with the southern 
El Dorado of Texas." 

The above title and the criticism appeared in the first number 
of De Bovfs Review, January, 1846 (I, 95). The writer has seen 
no copy of this book. Is the biographical portion of "Texas and 
her Presidents" identical with "The Presidents of Texas?" 

The dedication to Verse Memorials by Mirabeau B. Lamar 
(1857) is, "To Mrs. William L. Cazneau — so favorably known to 
the public by her pen, as '^Cora Montgomery,' and now the wife of 
one of my best and long-cherished friends — I beg leave to dedicate 
this little volume. Her name, like that of her husband, is identi- 
fied with the history of Texas. Both have given their highest 
efforts and the best years of their lives to the support of her in- 
terests." W. 



In Memory of Marcellus E. Kleberg is the brief title of an octavo 
volume of ninety-five pages, containing "A record of telegrams, 
letters, resolutions and memorial addresses received by the family, 
and newspaper comments upon the death of Hon. M. E. Kleberg 
of Galveston, Texas, . . . together with extracts from some 
of his notable speeches and public addresses." 



"Rodriguez Memoirs of Early Texas" (San Antonio. 1913) 
is the title of an interesting brochure of seventy-six pages written 
by the late Judge J. M. Rodriguez, of Laredo, Texas, who died 
February 22, 1913. Judge Eodriguez was descended from one of 
the Canary Island settlers of San Antonio, and he himself Avas 
born there in 1829. After the Civil War he moved to Laredo, 
and for thirty-five years was county judge of Webb County. 
Though printed primarily for the family and friends of Judge 
Eodriguez, the booklet will be interesting to others. It begins with 
the writer's recollection of the siege of San Antonio by the Texans 
in November, 1835. 
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The Quaeteely has received "A Family of Millers and Stew- 
arts" (St. Louis. 1909) by Dr. Eobert Finney Miller, of San 
Antonio. Dr. Miller's father, Kev. James Weston Miller, came to 
Texas as a Presbyterian missionary from Pennsylvania in 1845, and 
became pastor of the church at Houston. He died at Gay Hill, 
April 29, 1888. He was survived by his wife, Elizabeth Scott 
Stewart Miller, who died at the same place, August 30, 1908. 



The initial number of the Mississippi Valley Historical Review 
is dated June, 1914. It contains "The United States and Mexico, 
1835-1837," by Eugene C. Barker; "Eeview of McMaster's His- 
tory of the People of the United States," by Carl E. Fish; "Louis- 
iana as a Factor in American Diplomacy, 1795-1800," by James A. 
James; "Historical Activities in the Old Korthwest and Eastern 
Canada, 1913-1914," by Solon J. Buck, and departments devoted 
to Notes and Documents, Book Eeviews, and ISTews and Comments. 
It is 164 pages in extent, paper, type and format are very good, 
and the board of editors gives ample assurance that it will be 
judiciously piloted through the rich field that it is to exploit. 



